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animate Nature than has for many centuries been the case in the popular liturgy of India.    Cox's theory of the evolution of polytheism hy the   grouping  of   physical phenomena into a personage (which is in effect identical with the theory of the evolution of all divine myths from Nature   worship)   appears   mainly   drawn   from classic polytheism, wherein the great heads of natural departments were universally known and adored, more or less consciously.   These are the deities with which the Euhemerism has nothing to do, and which Euhemerus should not have tried to explain away into men, for he did not understand their constitution, and made altogether a wrong diagnosis. As to these, so far as one can understand their position in  India, it would appear   that the departmental god, immediate  or derived, occupies  no very forward place in modern Brahmanic  polytheism.     Without doubt the Vedic personifications are still held in high reverence, and the system agrees with classic polytheism in deifying a few of the more important vital functions, which are still represented by unmistakable concrete symbolism, as they were among the pagan nations of antiquity.    In the Civitas Dei of St Augustine there are passages describing the lower and more sensual worship and customs, prevalent among the people  of his day, which correspond exactly with those now practised in India.*    And natural phenomena are still largely worshipped in concrete, as the Sun or Fire.
We do not find in India, however, such delicate personifications as Aphrodite and Lucina, and this difference, so far as it exists between the constitution of Asiatic and
* Compare, for example, lib. vi. cap. ix. 24, D.C.D.